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BASIC NEURORADIOLOGY. By Mohammad Sarwar, Behrooz Azar-Kia, and Solomon
Batnitzky. St. Louis, MO, Warren H. Green, Inc., 1983. 845 PP. $95.00.
This is a fine introductory text to the field of neuroradiology. The title ofthe book
is appropriate; this work is neither too exhaustive nor too brief. We believe that the
basic objectives of this work have been met: namely, a good medium-sized textbook
for radiology, neurology, and neurosurgery residents. The volume will also be useful
for other physicians as well as medical students interested in neuroradiology. It
should serve as a stimulus for further study by the interested reader.
The book is composed of fifteen chapters covering a broad scope of neuro-
radiology, including X-rays of the normal skull, normal and abnormal vasculature,
congenital malformations, vascular diseases, intracranial tumors, infections, trauma,
neurological disorders, and the spine. Unfortunately, more recent developments in
diagnostic imaging, including digital subtraction angiography, nuclear magnetic
resonance, and positron emission tomography are not included. However, this is
understandable given the textbook's goals.
Eleven of the fifteen chapters are written by Dr. Sarwar, two by Dr. Azar-Kia,
and two by Dr. Batnitzky. The tables including differential diagnosis and key
radiographic features are, in general, very good. Reproduction of X-rays and CT
scans are usually good to excellent (with some exceptions, such as the relatively poor
reproduction of a pneumoencephalogram on page610). Occasional labeling or spell-
ing errors are also noted. On Figure 6B, page 287, M, representing medulla, should
be labeled MN for mesencephalon. On page 384, Figure 27A, SCF should instead be
CSF (for cerebrospinal fluid). The discussion of pituitary adenomas on page 606
using the older terminology based on light microscopic findings is antiquated in light
of today's immunohistochemical, electron microscopic, and hormone assay tech-
niques. In addition, the clinician might take exception to statements such as
"angiography has no effect on the spasm" (vasospasm) on page 461. However, these
are relatively minor criticisms, and are not meant to detract from what is in general a
fine textbook exploring the basics of neuroradiology. This book is highly recom-
mended to the previously noted group of physicians and medical students.
ISAAC GOODRICH
Section ofNeurological Surgery
Yale University School ofMedicine
and
MATTHEW R. MOORE
Medical Student
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
NEUROLOGY OF HEREDITARY METABOLIC DISEASES OF CHILDREN. By Raymond D.
Adams and Gilles Lyon. New York, Hemisphere Publishing Corp., 1982. 442 pp.
$49.50.
Neurology of Hereditary Metabolic Diseases of Children is a pleasant, well-
written volume by Raymond D. Adams and Gilles Lyon. This eminently readable
and well-organized text is devoted to both the neurology and the biochemistry ofthe
complex maze of inherited metabolic/degenerative diseases found in infants and
children. It begins with a systematic discussion of those problems, such as maple
syrup urine disease and galactosemia, which present during the immediate neonatal
period, and progresses through those diseases affecting children during the early in-BOOK REVIEWS 169
fantile period, toddler stage, and late childhood and adolescence. For each section
there is a description of both the diseases presenting at that age period and a dif-
ferential diagnosis for the symptoms manifested, such as ataxia, seizures, and
dementia. In addition, for each disease there is a concise, readable section detailing
the symptomatology in both its classical presentation and its variations, the genetics
of the disease, laboratory tests necessary for diagnosis, and therapy. For each
disease there is also presented a very good description of the underlying pathology
and how this relates to the clinical symptomatology. Finally, a differential diagnosis
is presented for each.
Critical also to the success of this volume are the excellent chapters discussing the
distinctions between hereditary metabolic diseases and other diseases afflicting the
neonatal and pediatric nervous system, and special visual, auditory, cutaneous, and
visceral abnormalities that aid in the diagnosis of the former problems. These
chapters include numerous excellent charts of differential diagnosis and flow
diagrams to help the novice approach the infant or child with symptoms of a meta-
bolic or inherited degenerative problem.
Neurology ofHereditaryMetabolicDiseases is quite readable and presents a com-
plex and often confusing array of subject material in a sensible fashion. Dr. Adams
possesses the very special ability to correlate clinical symptoms of disease with the
underlying neuropathology and responsible biochemical lesion. This book will be of
great help to pediatricians, neurologists, and geneticists alike.
LAURA R. MENT
Departments ofPediatrics andNeurology
Yale University School ofMedicine
GREAT SCIENTISTS SPEAK AGAIN. By Richard M. Eakin. Berkeley, CA, University of
California Press, 1982. 120 pp. $12.95.
This short book transcribes six lectures delivered each year by Professor Eakin to
his students in general animal biology at Berkeley. In the introduction, Eakin
reflects on the "increasing absenteeism and inattention" that had plagued his lec-
tures, and his solution to this problem is unique. Eakin begins each new section of
the course with a lecture about a different famous scientist: William Harvey,
William Beaumont, Hans Spemann, Gregor Mendel, Louis Pasteur, and Charles
Darwin. Perhaps it is more accurate to say the lectures are "by" these scientists
rather than "about" them. Each of the scientists makes a "guest" appearance, as
Eakin dons full costume and make-up and assumes their identity.
The outcome of Eakin's performances is a thoroughly enjoyable and readable
book. The essays and photographs provide the reader with seemingly firsthand en-
counters with Harvey discussing his radical theory of circulation, and Darwin
describing his bouts of seasickness on the Beagle. Eakin prefaces each lecture with a
brief description of how he devised his portrayal of each scientist (e.g., Mendel as a
jolly priest and Beaumont as a feisty army surgeon). In these introductions, he
describes his historical sources, explains which parts of the performances are
modified to make the subject matter more relevant and accessible to modern-day
students, and reveals which parts are based solely on his own imagination. Eakin
strives to present a personal as well as a professional side of the scientists, and he
succeeds. The lectures themselves are quite interesting, and Eakin teaches a little
history and a fair amount of basic biology in between his theatrics.